
Our daughter was diagnosed with a life threatening health problem 
close to the time of Sandi’s diagnosis. Although we didn’t know each 
other well, when our paths crossed – on and off campus – over the 
next year we spoke of health and illness, life and death, and how to 
manage the complicated space between. She brought strength and 
even a little humor to those conversations, and through her insights 
and empathy she met me where I was when I needed it most. It is 
clear to me that this is the kind of person Sandi was and that I was 
one of many lives she touched. 
 
— Kirstin N. Sterner, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Department of 
Anthropology, University of Oregon	  


